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Governor’s Budget Proposal Falls Short
During these tight economic times,
many of you are being forced to stretch
your family budgets farther than ever before.
Families throughout our community are
learning to do more with less. “Cutting costs”
and “living within our means” have become
the motto of the times.
Unfortunately, that is not how Governor
Ed Rendell approached his eighth and
ﬁnal budget proposal. On February 9, the
governor delivered a budget plan that calls
for more taxing and more spending at a time
when local families are cutting back.
The governor’s $29 billion budget
proposal would increase spending by nearly
$1.3 billion – or 4.6 percent – over last year.
At a time when many local workers and
taxpayers are struggling just to break even,
the governor is proposing a nearly 5 percent
expansion in government spending.
On top of this, the governor has called
for a more than half-billion dollar increase in
the state sales tax. The governor proposed
lowering the sales tax rate from 6 percent
to 4 percent and expanding the number of
goods and services that are taxed. This was
an about-face change for the administration,
which has adamantly opposed similar efforts
since taking ofﬁce seven years ago.

expansion of the sales tax, the SPTEA
would use the newly generated revenues
to completely eliminate, once and for all,
the school property tax. The governor’s
proposal would use all of the new revenues
to further expand an already bloated state
government.
There are also key differences between
the two plans regarding what would remain tax
exempt. For instance, the SPTEA would not
tax residential utilities, including electric, home
heating oil and gas or telephone service. The
governor’s proposal would tax all of these.
If the state is going to reform the sales
tax, it should do so with the sole purpose of
eliminating school property taxes.
In addition to the sales tax hike, the
governor also proposed a new $160 million
tax on natural gas harvested in Pennsylvania.
At a time when America is attempting to lower
our dependence on foreign energy sources,
this tax would make it more costly to produce
domestic natural gas.
This new tax also could threaten
Pennsylvania’s economy. Ronald Reagan
once said, “Government’s view of the economy
could be summed up in a few short phrases.
If it moves, tax it. If it keeps moving, regulate
it. And if it stops moving, subsidize it.”
That appears to be
the governor’s approach to
“Government’s view of the
the emerging natural gas
industry in Pennsylvania.
economy could be summed
The discovery and
up in a few short phrases. If accessibility of new natural
gas deposits beneath the
it moves, tax it. If it keeps
Commonwealth have led
moving, regulate it. And if it
to significant growth in
this sector of our state
stops moving, subsidize it.”
economy. This has been
President Ronald Reagan a positive development
for landowners and
workers. Landowners
In fact, if the sales tax reform concept
have been able to lease their property to
sounds familiar, it is because it is similar natural gas companies, which then harvest
in some ways to the School Property Tax
this natural resource. Many workers are
Elimination Act (SPTEA). However, these
ﬁnding good-paying jobs in this expanding
two proposals are also very different.
industry.
The SPTEA would put money back in
In the past, the state has handed
the pockets of property taxpayers. The
over millions of taxpayer dollars to private
governor’s plan put more money in the
companies in an attempt to lure them to
state’s coffers.
our Commonwealth. In this case, there are
While both proposals call for an
companies ready to invest in and create

jobs in Pennsylvania and the governor has
singled them out for taxation. It simply
deﬁes logic.
At a time when our economy is in turmoil
and taxpayers are suffering, more spending
and more taxes are not the answer.
Fortunately, the governor’s budget
proposal is merely a beginning point. In
the weeks and months ahead, legislators
will review the governor’s proposal and
consider alternatives.
I will push to enact a responsible state
budget that reﬂects our circumstances by
cutting excessive state spending, promoting
pro-growth economic policies and forcing
government to live within its means.

GOVERNOR’S
BUDGET
PROPOSAL
HIGHLIGHTS
• Would spend more
than $29 billion and
increase spending
by nearly $1.3 billion
or 4.6 percent.
• Calls for a $354 million
increase in education
funding.
• Would increase welfare
spending by nearly $400
million or 4.9 percent.
• Calls for a more than
half-billion dollar increase
in the sales tax.
• Calls for a new tax on
natural gas harvested
in Pennsylvania.

You Should Know
Property Tax/Rent Rebate Applications Education Grant
Applications Now
Now Available
Available
Forms for the state’s Property Tax/Rent Rebate program for 2009 are now available.
Eligible participants can receive a rebate of up to $650 based on their rent or property taxes
paid in 2009. The program beneﬁts eligible Pennsylvanians who are 65 years or older,
widows and widowers 50 years or older, and those 18 years or older with disabilities.
Eligibility income limits for homeowners are set at the following levels, excluding 50
percent of Social Security, Supplemental Security Income, and Railroad Retirement Tier
1 beneﬁts:


$0 to $8,000, maximum $650 rebate
(Homeowners and renters)



$8,001 to $15,000, maximum $500
rebate (Homeowners and renters)



$15,001 to $18,000, maximum $300
rebate (Homeowners only)



$18,001 to $35,000, maximum $250
rebate (Homeowners only)

Be sure to provide all the necessary
income, property tax or rental information
required to process claims quickly and
accurately. Applications are due by June 30.
Property Tax/Rent Rebate claim forms are
available by contacting my district ofﬁce at
610-670-0139, or by visiting my Web site at
RepJimCox.com.

Applying for Non-Civil Service
State Jobs Just Got Easier!

The Commonwealth has improved the way you can apply for non-civil service state jobs.
Paper applications are being phased out, so from now on you will need to apply online at www.
employment.pa.gov. You will provide your contact information and work history, then select the
type of job for which you would like to apply. Applicants say it takes about 20 minutes to 30 minutes
and you can log back on any time to update your information or apply for additional jobs.
Approximately 70 percent of the state’s jobs are civil service including technical and professional
positions in ﬁelds such as nursing, budgeting or accounting, auditing, engineering, information
technology, and human resources. If you are interested in civil service jobs, you should continue to
apply at www.scsc.state.pa.us.
More information about Pennsylvania jobs—including salaries and beneﬁts—is available at
www.employment.pa.gov. If you do not have Internet access, you can ﬁnd computers at most
public libraries and PA CareerLink sites. Call 1-866-858-2753 to locate the closest PA CareerLink.

Students seeking state higher
education assistance grants for the 2010-11
academic year may now begin submitting
applications.
Need-based Pennsylvania State Grants
are provided to qualified Pennsylvania
residents through the Pennsylvania Higher
Education Assistance Agency (PHEAA) and
do not have to be repaid. Students must
complete and submit the Free Application
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) to be
considered.
If you have Internet access, you may ﬁle
your FAFSA electronically at www.PHEAA.
org/FAFSA or at fafsa.ed.gov. Completing
the FAFSA online reduces errors and speeds
up the processing time.
May 1 is the deadline for the Pennsylvania
State Grant, but families should contact
the schools their student is interested in
attending, as many have earlier ﬁnancial aid
deadlines.
Federal, state and institutional student
aid programs also have varying deadlines.
Be sure to submit a completed FAFSA prior
to the earliest deadline for awards for which
the student may be eligible.
The PHEAA Web site offers services
to manage student accounts successfully
and obtain information about Pennsylvania
State Grants or special programs that would
be relevant to secondary education students
including account summaries, free online
applications, online payment options, and
additional forms of ﬁnancial assistance such
as work-study programs, special grants or
scholarships and loan forgiveness programs
for those who qualify.
For more information on FAFSA
Workshops, PHEAA grants or for an
application, visit my Web site at RepJimCox.
com or contact my district ofﬁce at 610-670-

Summer Job Opportunities
with Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission

The Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission is now accepting applications for toll, maintenance and clerical positions through the 2010
Summer Turnpike Program.
If you are interested, you may now obtain applications from my district ofﬁce or online at RepJimCox.com. The deadline to submit
applications to my ofﬁce is Friday, March 12. You should submit your application to my ofﬁce and not to the Turnpike Commission directly, as
this will only delay processing of the application.
The program is limited to 16 weeks per employee and runs between May 1 and Sept. 30. Recent high school graduates and currently
enrolled college students will be given ﬁrst priority for job placements through this program. Toll collectors must be available to work any of
the three shifts over a 24-hour period, including Saturday, Sunday and holidays.
For more information about summer employment with the Turnpike Commission, please contact my district ofﬁce by calling 610-6700139. You also may acquire more information by visiting my Web site at RepJimCox.com and clicking on “Turnpike Commission Summer
Employment.”
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Fighting to Stop
Obamacare
Legislation aimed at protecting Pennsylvanians against
a federal takeover of our health care system was recently
introduced. The “Health Care Freedom Act” would preserve
an individual’s right to not take part in a government-run
health care plan and protect the patient-doctor relationship.
Another piece of legislation proposes an amendment to the
Pennsylvania Constitution that would protect your right to
choose your own health care and to purchase health care
insurance from the company of your choice.
I have also co-sponsored a joint resolution with my
colleague, Representative Sam Rohrer, in the House to
reafﬁrm Pennsylvania’s sovereign rights under the 10th
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, which says that the
states have the right to govern themselves and make the
choices that are best for their citizens.
As long as federal lawmakers in Washington, D.C., insist
on moving forward with their plans to nationalize America’s
health care system, I will continue to work with my colleagues
in Pennsylvania’s General Assembly to assert our rights as
a sovereign state and to preserve our rights as individuals to
make our own health care choices.

Toll-Free (866) 538-2938

Focus on Transportation
PennDOT Changes
Age Requirement for
Photo ID Cards

The Pennsylvania Department of Transportation
(PennDOT) recently made photo identiﬁcation (ID) cards
available to Commonwealth residents ages 10 and older.
The previous minimum age requirement to obtain a photo
ID card was 16.
Act 159 of 2006 lowered the minimum age requirement
for a Pennsylvania photo ID card to age 10. The law took
effect Nov. 29, 2009. All other requirements for obtaining a
Pennsylvania photo ID card remain the same.
To obtain a photo ID card, an individual must complete
Form DL-54A, “Application for Initial Photo Identiﬁcation
Card,” which is available on PennDOT’s Driver and Vehicle
Services Web site, www.dmv.state.pa.us, under the “Driver
License/Photo ID Information Center” link. An individual
must bring the completed form, along with the required
identity documents and a fee of $12 to a PennDOT Driver
License Center to obtain the photo ID. Required identity
documents are listed on the form.
PennDOT reminds individuals under the age of 18
applying for a photo ID card that a parent or guardian must
accompany them to a PennDOT Driver License Center.
To locate a PennDOT Driver License Center, visit the
“Locations Information Center” on the Driver and Vehicle
Services Web site.

Use Road-Damage Hotline
to Report Poor Road
Conditions

As winter turns to spring, the snow melts and the temperatures rise, causing
potholes to form on our roads. If you come across a pothole while driving on
a state road, there is something you can do about it.
I encourage you to contact the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation
(PennDOT) to report potholes and other problems with state roads.
The toll-free maintenance hotline can be reached at 1-800-FIX-ROAD
(1-800-349-7623). In addition to reporting potholes, motorists may also
report missing highway signs, shoulder drop-offs, roadway washouts and
other potential hazards.
Based on your phone number, calls will be directed to local PennDOT
maintenance facilities where problems can receive the appropriate
attention. You should:
• Report the county and municipality where the problem is located.
• Report the state route number, which can be found on the small
white-and-black signs posted along state roads, where the
problem is located.
• Describe familiar landmarks nearby in order to help PennDOT
crews locate the problem.
With the cold temperatures and consistent precipitation the state
has seen in recent weeks, potholes are forming more quickly than
usual on several area roadways. Once notiﬁed, PennDOT will
actively work to address potholes and other roadway concerns when
the weather permits. Motorists can also log on to 511pa.com or
call 511 from any phone to check trafﬁc conditions
on major roadways before traveling.
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