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Suppose you were always late for work? 
What would your boss and co-workers think 
of your work ethic? How long would it be 
before your lateness, and excuses for such, 
cost you your job? 

Or suppose you were always late 
paying your bills. You could lose your car 
or home and see your credit rating slide 
backward. Would you be considered 
trustworthy or a good credit risk? Certainly 
not. However, when it comes to passing a 
state budget on time, that is exactly what 
Pennsylvanians have been dealing with 
since Governor Ed. Rendell took offi ce; 
seven consecutive years of late budgets, 
empty promises and shallow excuses. This 
year was no exception. 

Pennsylvania’s fi scal budget was fi nally 
signed into law in October, an inexcusable 
101 days past the July 1 deadline. Most 
of the delay stemmed from the governor 
and House Democrats insisting on several 
new and increased taxes to fill a more 
than $3 billion budget hole. Some argued 
that this defi cit was due to the decline in 
our economy. While this is a convenient 
excuse, I believe it is completely incorrect 
and dishonest. 

Pennsylvania’s budget deficit was 
caused by the current administration’s years 

of overspending, taxing and borrowing. 
Much like the person who spends unwisely 
or pays for unnecessary items with a 
credit card, the bad economy caught up 
to the current administration and caused 
Pennsylvania’s fiscal house of cards to 
collapse, thus creating the budget crisis.

Did the governor call for less spending 
or borrowing in his budget proposal to try 
and rectify our fi nancial situation? No. He 
proposed that we INCREASE spending 
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and RAISE taxes. His reasoning? The 
economy is bad and we all need to “suffer 
some pain” to get Pennsylvania back on 
track. However, he warned us that he did 
not want to “hear any whining.” He was not 
asking Pennsylvania families to bail him out 
for years of irresponsible budgeting; he was 
demandingdemanding it. That was the start of a budget 
battle of epic proportions. 

I, along with most House Republicans, 
drew a line in the sand and said, “No more!” 
No more overspending and tax increases on 
hard-working Pennsylvanians. We will not 
support any budget that comes at a detrimental 
cost to our citizens. I fought for a spending 
plan that would produce a timely, balanced, 
responsible budget without raising or adding hout raising or adding 
taxes. I fi rmly agree with President Gerald 
Ford who said, “the [Pennsylvania] wage 
earner and the [Pennsylvania] housewife are 
a lot better economists than most economists 
care to admit. They know that a government 
that is big enough to give you everything you 
want is a government big enough to take from 
you everything you have.” House Democrats, 
who decide which bills make it to the House 
fl oor for consideration, refused to allow this 
responsible budget proposal to be brought 
up for a vote. The interesting thing was that 
House Democrats, fearing that they could not 

garner enough support garner enough support 
f o r  t h e i r  b l o a t e d 
budget,dragged their 
feet on bringing up 
the i r  own  budge t 
proposal. This was the 
beginning of a very beginning of a very 
long and drawn out 
budget stalemate.

Make no mistake; 
the governor tried his 
old methods of forcing 
the legislature to pass 

his “tax you more” budget. He used fear, 
saying our state economy would collapse and 
thousands of people would lose their jobs if 
his version of the budget was not passed. 
When this tactic proved to be illegal, any 
sense of urgency by the current administration 
to get a budget passed disappeared.

Late budgets can cause a myriad of 
issues that negatively impact current and 
future generations. They usually result in 
millions of dollars in additional operating 

costs, layoffs and furloughs, and an overall 
fear and distrust by our citizens. State 
agencies and local governments, including 
school districts, are unable to budget, plan 
or deal effectively with their contractual 
obligations leading to additional costs to 
overall government operations. Failure to 
pass a budget on time may also impact 
Pennsylvania’s credit rating, making it more 
expensive to borrow. None of this seemed 
to matter to the governor. It was an impasse 
by design. 

The governor, behind closed doors, 
finally signed a budget into law after 
months of wasted time, empty promises, 
and backroom deals. In the end, House 
Republicans were able to stave off a 
proposed increase in the Personal Income 
Tax; however, I am certain this budget will 
haunt Pennsylvania for years to come. 
It raises taxes on certain items, hurts 
businesses, and contains irresponsible 
spending.  Did you know that Pennsylvania 
spends more on welfare than education? 

The fi nal budget is also reliant on the 
passage of legislation to allow table games 
in Pennsylvania casinos. Any funding 
realized from gambling expansion would 
be offset by the proven associated costs 
that accompany gambling such as an 
increase in crime and gambling addiction. increase in crime and gambling addiction. 
Keep in mind that revenue generated from 
gambling, like many other funding sources, 
is never guaranteed, leaving Pennsylvania 
fi scally vulnerable.

This year’s budget also completely 
wipes out Pennsylvania’s $750 million wipes out Pennsylvania’s $750 million 
Rainy Day Fund and pillages from the state 
medical insurance fund. Some suggest, and 
I agree, that a few of the funding sources 
used to “balance” this year’s budget are 
unconstitutional and are likely to face legal 
challenges that will knock this budget out 
of balance. 

Where will we be then? Who will the 
governor ask to bail us out of that mess?  
He will once again call for more taxes to 
fi x the fi scal mess that his administration 
created. In just a few months, the governor 
will present a recommended budget for next 
year.  As always, I stand committed to fi ght 
against taxes and irresponsible spending 
he may propose.
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“A government big enough 
to give you everything you 
want is a government big 
enough to take from you 

everything you have.” 
President Gerald Ford



    

Constitutional 
Amendment 
Would End 

School 
PropertyTaxes

In my ongoing fi ght to put an 
end to school property taxes in 
Pennsylvania, I have introduced 
an amendment to the Constitu-
tion of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania that would abolish 
school property taxes on homes 
and farms, and limit the school 
property tax on commercial and 
recreational properties.

The amendment, House Bill 
1475, would eliminate the ability 
of school districts to levy or col-
lect any school property taxes on 
any home or farm after June 30, 
2011. In addition, school property 
tax rates on commercial and rec-
reational properties would remain 
at their current level. Education 
funding in Pennsylvania could then 
be derived from another source 
such as the fair and broader-based 
sales tax. 

Many Pennsylvanians, some 
of whom have owned their homes 
for years, are in constant danger 
of losing them because school 
property tax bills have skyrocketed 
over the past decade with no end 
in sight. We must eliminate school 
property taxes NOW.

My amendment would help 
ensure that our children, and fu-
ture generations, would not be un-
fairly burdened by endless school 
property tax bills, thus allowing 
Pennsylvanians the opportunity 
to truly own their homes.

Elimination of school property taxes remains a high priority of mine. Many Pennsylvania families are 
struggling to cope with fi nancial strain during these trying economic times.  It is essential that state govern-
ment stop playing political football and fi nd a solution that eliminates the crushing burden of school property 
taxes. To accomplish this, Rep. Sam Rohrer (R-Berks) may soon reintroduce legislation, of which I fully 
support and am a co-sponsor, that would:

  Completely eliminate school property taxes. 
  NOT rely on government spending or subsidies.
  Require future tax increases to be approved by voters through a ballot referendum.

Our current system of funding Pennsylvania schools is riddled with severe fl aws.  Homeowners NEVER 
completely own their home and each year, they have less money to spend on necessities.

Recently, legislation that would legalize table games in Pennsylvania casinos has been heralded as a 
way to plug holes in Pennsylvania’s general fund. These “holes” in the budget have been caused by years 
of over-spending by our current administration and should not be fi lled at the expense of our citizens. While 
I am opposed to allowing table games in Pennsylvania casinos, I do believe that, if legalized, all proceeds 
derived from table games should go directly to property tax relief. 

Tax “relief” from slots revenue is nowhere near the extent that was promised. And while I am elated 
that schools in our district received an average increase of more than 7 percent in funding from the current 
state budget, I am discouraged that Pennsylvanians have seen little to no relief in their school property tax 
bills. Below is a list of what the average household in western Berks County received this past July in the 
form of “tax relief”:  

  Conrad Weiser Area School District: $201
  Schuylkill Valley School District: $151
  Tulpehocken Area School District: $202
  Wilson School District: $145
We need a new way of funding our schools, combined with responsible budgeting from the top down. 

I have asked my colleagues in the House of Representatives to join me in supporting an amendment to the 
Constitution of Pennsylvania that I have introduced which calls for abolishing school property taxes on homes 
and farms. Additional details on this resolution can be found in the panel on the right side of this page.

Funding Our Schools Should 
Not Cost Us Our Homes

Play It Safe While Shopping 
Online This Holiday Season

Christmas shopping season is here and many Pennsylvanians will head to the internet for some of their 
purchases. While shopping online can be convenient and time-saving, consumers should keep in mind a 
few simple suggestions to help protect them from online scams and identity thieves. 

  Buy from reputable sellers. Ask your friends if they have made purchases from a particular   
  seller and fi nd out if they had a good experience

  Read and understand a seller’s refund and return policy. 
  Save your records. Print and retain receipts and information related to your transaction 
  Protect your information. Only enter private information onto a secure website that encrypts 
 (scrambles during transmission) your information. A secure website is 

 usually identifi ed by a URL which begins with “https.” 
  Never send fi nancial information over regular e-mail. Regular e-mail is 
 rarely encrypted. 
 Are you protected? Check with your bank or credit card provider as to  

  what type of protection you may have in the event of a fraudulent or 
 negative situation with a retailer.
 Most of all use common sense. If while shopping online you don’t trust 
 a particular website or retailer for any reason, do not buy from them. It is 
 better to be safe than sorry. 
More information on  online shopping safety is available at my website,  

   RepJimCox.com.RepJimCox.com.RepJimCox

RepJimCox.com



State’s Finances, Government 
Accountability Remain Top Priorities

Rep Cox and his wife Kelly are joined by 
their children, Dylan, Justin, Stephanie, and 

Andrew at the swearing in ceremony.

Halfway through my second term as a state representative, it contin-
ues to be an honor for me to serve the citizens of the 129th Legislative 
District. We have serious work ahead and my 
top priority remains keeping the interests of our 
district, not the infl uences of Harrisburg, in mind 
as I introduce legislation and consider and cast 
every vote. 

An integral part of serving as a state legisla-
tor includes being appointed to and working with 
committees. This allows me to be involved in the 
process of shaping future policy and legislation 
on many different fronts.

 I am honored to have been appointed to the 
House Finance Committee, which examines state 
revenue issues and determines where money is 
available for use for state appropriations.  With 
state revenues declining, it is now more neces-
sary than ever that all legislators adhere to fi scal 
responsibility. Any and all wasteful spending in 
state government must end now.

In addition to being appointed to the House 
Finance Committee, I have also been appointed 
to the Children and Youth Committee, of which I 
am the Republican Secretary. I have also been 
appointed to serve on the Labor Relations, and 
the State Government Committee. 

Serving on the State Government Committee gives me the oppor-
tunity to push for improved government transparency and accountability. 

A government is only as good as its people and integrity in government 
is fundamental to our democracy.

In an effort to ensure openness and account-
ability from those who determine how some of 
your hard-earned tax dollars are spent, I recently 
introduced legislation, House Bill 276, which would 
amend Pennsylvania’s fi scal code to bar ties 
between investors, contributors and candidates 
for State Treasury Head. Currently candidates 
for state treasurer are permitted to receive con-
tributions from those who have direct business 
relationships with the Treasury Department. 
The Treasury Department deals with signifi cant 
investments of taxpayer funds, and the proper 
protections must be put in place. This legislation 
will help ensure a higher degree of integrity in the 
investment relationships between the Treasury 
Department and those elected to, or wishing to, 
govern that organization. We must do all that we 
can to protect Pennsylvania’s tax dollars from be-
ing used in a potentially confl icting manner. 

Serving in the state legislature also allows 
me to continue to do something that I enjoy very 
much, constituent service.  Please feel free to 
contact or visit my offi ce for assistance with any 
state-related matter or service. My district offi ce 

is located at 2909 Windmill Road, Suite 7, Sinking Spring, PA 19608. 
The toll-free phone number is (866) 538-2938. Offi ce hours are Monday 
through Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Many state services and forms are 

  Share Your Thoughts
  I strive to provide you with the latest information on how I am representing our district. This newsletter, which is 
also available online at my website, RepJimCox.com, is just one example of how I am able to accomplish this.
  Please take a moment to share your thoughts with me on this and future newsletters. You may also complete this 
survey online at my website.
1. What approach should be used to balance next 
 year’s state budget? (check all that apply)
   Increase the state income tax
   Increase the Sales and Use Tax 
   Reduce government spending
   Expand gaming to include table games such 
   as blackjack, roulette, etc.

2. Do you support expanding gaming to include table 
 games if your school property taxes would be 
 reduced or eliminated?
   Yes
   No

3. How would you bring jobs to Pennsylvania? 
 (check all that apply)
 Reduce business taxes
 Increase business taxes
 Reduce regulations on businesses
 Provide preferential fi nancial assistance to a 

  small number of businesses

4. Pennsylvania has borrowed billions of dollars over 
 the past several years which will cost taxpayers 
 even more to pay off  in the future. How should we 
 pay down this debt?
   Raise taxes
   Reduce budgetary spending
   Increase/add tolls on our roadways
   Tap into Pennsylvania’s “Rainy Day” fund

5. How often would you prefer to receive a newsletter
 from me?
   Annually
   Semi-annually
   Quarterly
   Other

 Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey. 
Please mail the completed survey to me at the address 
below. I will be sure to soon share the results with you.

Please send your completed survey to my district offi ce:
2909 Windmill Road, Suite 7, Sinking Spring, PA 19608    FAX  (610) 927-3584 

    (Please print)    (Please print)    (Please print)

    Name:     Name:     Name:  ________________________________________________________________________

    Mailing Address:    Mailing Address:    Mailing Address: _____________________________________________________________

                            ____________________________________________________________________

    E-mail address:     E-mail address:     E-mail address:  ____________________________________________________________

    Home phone (optional):    Home phone (optional):    Home phone (optional): ____________________________________________________





Not long ago, I held my fi rst-ever teletown hall meeting.  Telephone 
calls were made just before 7 p.m. that evening inviting residents in our 
district to take part in the event, simply by staying on the line. 

The next hour proved to be a lively one, as I heard from a number of 
you on a wide variety of topics such as government reform, the economy, 
school property taxes, crime, and job opportunities in our area.

Unfortunately, due to time constraints, I could not get to all of the 
callers. If you were among those who did not get a chance to ask your 
question, I hope you will contact my district offi ce toll-free at (866) 538-
2938. I would be more than happy to answer any questions or discuss 
any concerns that you may have.

Due to the success of this teletown hall meeting, I am considering 
holding another teletown hall meeting in the near future.  If you did not 
receive a call the fi rst time, please contact my district offi ce so that you 
may be placed on the call list for the next time.

It was a privilege hearing from those of you who were able to call, 
just as it is an honor to be your representative in Harrisburg. I hope you 
will be able to take part in the next event.

You may also visit my website at RepJimCox.com for further infor-RepJimCox.com for further infor-RepJimCox.com
mation or assistance on various state-related issues.

First Teletown Hall Meeting A Success!

Earlier this year, I held a ceremony recognizing the dedicated 
men and women from our district who have served our country in 
the armed forces at the Glad Tidings Assembly of God Church in 
West Lawn. 

Veterans from the U.S. Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marines, 
along with some of their family members, were in attendance. Each 
veteran received a pin and certifi cate honoring them for their bravery 
and dedication in ensuring our country’s freedom. 

Other guests included Mae Wolford, who sang our National 
Anthem, and U.S. Army Captain James May (retired), who shared 
moving stories about the trials and tribulations of our soldiers who 
fi ght tirelessly for our freedom. 

The freedom to speak our mind, work where we wish to work, 
worship where we want to worship, and everything in between, are 
things that many people residing in other countries are forbidden 
to do. We are fortunate to be blessed with these freedoms and we 
owe our thanks and gratitude to the dedication of our veterans. I 
am thankful to all of those who attended the ceremony and for their 
service to our country.

Rep. Cox presents U.S. Army Tech Sergeant Kenneth Schaeffer (re-
tired) with a certifi cate and pin in honor of his dedicated service in the 
armed forces. 

Please visit my website, RepJimCox.com, or contact my offi ce 
at (866) 538-2938 for information on future events such as this.

Stay Informed With 
The New Citizen’s Access Portal

In my ongoing effort to ensure that your state government remains open and transparent, I have 
placed a new Citizens’ Access Portal (CAP) on my Web site. The CAP offers you one convenient 
place for you to access information regarding: 

• Votes
• Bills, amendments, and 
 statutes
• Text of fl oor debates 

• Voting schedules
• Committees  
• Lobbying 

• Open records 
• State-related links 
• Tracking a bill 

2909 Windmill Road
Suite 7

Sinking Spring, PA 19608             

Phone:  (610) 670-0139   
Fax:  (610) 927-3584

Toll-Free: (866) 538-2938

Website: www.RepJimCox.com                                                         Email: JimCox@RepJimCox.com

STATE REPRESENTATIVE JIM COX
Visit my website at RepJimCox.com to access the Citizens’ Access Portal.
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